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Deut 6:5 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.”


Ethics and the Mosaic Law 

How should Christians use the Old Testament for ethical guidance?  

Are Christians still under the Mosaic Law?  

Deut 6:5 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your might.” (see Matt 22:37)


Lev 19:18 “You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge against the sons of your own people, 
but you shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.” (see Matt 22:39)


Matt 22:34-39 “But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is the great 
commandment in the Law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a 
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all 
the Law and the Prophets.””


Matt 5:17-20 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come 
to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not 
an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore whoever relaxes 
one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.”


- Covenants 

Grudem, “An unchangeable, divinely imposed legal agreement between God and man that stipulates 
the conditions of their relationship.”


	 The Mosaic Law/Covenant (Exodus 19-20)


Exod 20:2 ““I am the Lord your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery.”


Exod 20:3-17 gives the 10 Commandments 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The Mosaic Covenant 

- Mosaic Covenant during Jesus’ life: 

• Born under the law (Gal 4:4)


Gal 4:4 “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law,”


• Perfect obedience to the law


- Instructed obedience (Mt 8:4; 24:24-27)


Matt 8:4 “And Jesus said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to 
the priest and offer the gift that Moses commanded, for a proof to them.””


Matt 24:24-27 “When they came to Capernaum, the collectors of the two-drachma tax went up 
to Peter and said, “Does your teacher not pay the tax?” 25 He said, “Yes.” And when he came 
into the house, Jesus spoke to him first, saying, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do 
kings of the earth take toll or tax? From their sons or from others?” 26 And when he said, 
“From others,” Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free. 27 However, not to give offense to 
them, go to the sea and cast a hook and take the first fish that comes up, and when you open 
its mouth you will find a shekel. Take that and give it to them for me and for yourself.””


- Acted in obedience (Matt 21:12-13; 26:17-29)


Matt 21:12-13 “And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and bought in the 
temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold 
pigeons. He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you 
make it a den of robbers.””


- Without sin (Jn 8:46)


John 8:46 “Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me?”


- Called out human traditions built upon the Law (Matt 15:3-9)


Matt 15:3-9 “He answered them, “And why do you break the commandment of God for the 
sake of your tradition? 4 For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, 
‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ 5 But you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or 
his mother, “What you would have gained from me is given to God,” 6 he need not honor his 
father.’ So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the word of God. 7 You hypocrites! 
Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: 8 “ ‘This people honors me with their lips, but 
their heart is far from me; 9 in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the 
commandments of men.’ ” ”
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- The Mosaic Law has ended


• OT prophetic prediction (Jer 31:31):


Jer 31:31-32 ““Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, not like the covenant that I made 
with their fathers on the day when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt.…”


• New Covenant began at the death of Jesus (Luke 20:14-20; Heb 9:17)


Luke 20:14-20 “And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. And 
he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell 
you I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” And he took a cup, and when he 
had given thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it among yourselves. For I tell you that from 
now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” And he took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my 
body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” And likewise the cup after they 
had eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.”


Heb 9:15-17 “15 Therefore he is the mediator of a new covenant, so that those who are called 
may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a death has occurred that redeems them 
from the transgressions committed under the first covenant. 16 For where a will is involved, the 
death of the one who made it must be established. 17 For a will takes effect only at death, 
since it is not in force as long as the one who made it is alive.”


• Paul contrasts Old with New Covenant (2 Cor 3)


2 Cor 3 “Are we beginning to commend ourselves again? Or do we need, as some do, letters 
of recommendation to you, or from you? 2 You yourselves are our letter of recommendation, 
written on our hearts, to be known and read by all. 3 And you show that you are a letter from 
Christ delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of 
stone but on tablets of human hearts. 4 Such is the confidence that we have through Christ 
toward God. 5 Not that we are sufficient in ourselves to claim anything as coming from us, but 
our sufficiency is from God, 6 who has made us sufficient to be ministers of a new covenant, 
not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 


7 Now if the ministry of death, carved in letters on stone, came with such glory that the 
Israelites could not gaze at Moses’ face because of its glory, which was being brought to an 
end, 8 will not the ministry of the Spirit have even more glory? 9 For if there was glory in the 
ministry of condemnation, the ministry of righteousness must far exceed it in glory. 10 Indeed, 
in this case, what once had glory has come to have no glory at all, because of the glory that 
surpasses it. 11 For if what was being brought to an end came with glory, much more will what 
is permanent have glory. 
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12 Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, 13 not like Moses, who would put a veil over 
his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an 
end. 14 But their minds were hardened. For to this day, when they read the old covenant, that 
same veil remains unlifted, because only through Christ is it taken away. 15 Yes, to this day 
whenever Moses is read a veil lies over their hearts. 16 But when one turns to the Lord, the veil 
is removed. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into 
the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit. ”


• Hebrews 7-10


- Jesus is the eternal high priest of a new order (Heb 7)


- Contrast of religious regulations between Old and New (9:1-10)


- Jesus offers the single, once-for-all-time sacrifice (10:1-18) 


- Jesus mediates a new, second covenant (Heb 7:22; 8:7; 9:15)


- Mosaic Law is no longer in effect (Heb 8:13)


-

• Paul: the Mosaic Law has ended (Gal 3:19, 24-26; Rom 7:4, 6; 1 Cor 9:20; Eph 2:14-16; Acts 
13:39)


Gal 3:19, 24-26 “Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the 
offspring should come to whom the promise had been made, and it was put in place 
through angels by an intermediary. … So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, 
in order that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer 
under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.”


Rom 7:4, 6 “Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of 
Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in 
order that we may bear fruit for God. …But now we are released from the law, having died 
to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the 
old way of the written code.”


1 Cor 9:20 “To the Jews I became as a Jew, in order to win Jews. To those under the law I 
became as one under the law (though not being myself under the law) that I might win 
those under the law.”


Eph 2:14-16 “For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken 
down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments 
expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, 
so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, 
thereby killing the hostility.”
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- NT frees Christians from specific Mosaic laws 

• OT sacrificial law


- Old (Heb 7-10):


- New (Heb 13:15-16; Rom 12:1; Php 4:18; 1 Cor 3:16; 1 Pet 2:5, 9):


Heb 13:15-16 “Through him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that 
is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what 
you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”


• Circumcision:


- Old (Gal 5:2-4, 11-12; Acts 15:1-29):


Gal 5:2-4, 11-12 “Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of 
no advantage to you. I testify again to every man who accepts circumcision that he is 
obligated to keep the whole law. You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified 
by the law; you have fallen away from grace….But if I, brothers, still preach circumcision, 
why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been removed. I 
wish those who unsettle you would emasculate themselves!”


- New (Acts 15:1-29; Col 2:11; Rom 2:29):


Col 2:11-12 “In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by 
putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, having been buried with him 
in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of 
God, who raised him from the dead.”


Rom 2:28-29 “For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision 
outward and physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the heart, 
by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from man but from God.”
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• Food laws (Mk 7:14-23; Rom 14:14; 1 Cor 10:23-31; Gal 2:11-14; Col 2:16-17; 1 Tim 4:1-5)


Mark 7:14-23 “14 And he called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, 
and understand: 15 There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but 
the things that come out of a person are what defile him.” 17 And when he had entered the 
house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the parable. 18 And he said to them, 
“Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person 
from outside cannot defile him, 19 since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is 
expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) 20 And he said, “What comes out of a person is 
what defiles him. 21 For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual 
immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 22 coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, 
pride, foolishness. 23 All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” ”


Rom 14:14 “I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it 
is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean.”


1 Cor 10:23-31 “23 “All things are lawful,” but not all things are helpful. “All things are lawful,” 
but not all things build up. 24 Let no one seek his own good, but the good of his neighbor. 
25 Eat whatever is sold in the meat market without raising any question on the ground of 
conscience. 26 For “the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.” 27 If one of the 
unbelievers invites you to dinner and you are disposed to go, eat whatever is set before you 
without raising any question on the ground of conscience. 28 But if someone says to you, “This 
has been offered in sacrifice,” then do not eat it, for the sake of the one who informed you, and 
for the sake of conscience— 29 I do not mean your conscience, but his. For why should my 
liberty be determined by someone else’s conscience? 30 If I partake with thankfulness, why am 
I denounced because of that for which I give thanks? 31 So, whether you eat or drink, or 
whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”


Gal 2:11-14 “But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood 
condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but 
when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. 13 And 
the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray 
by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the 
gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not like a 
Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?””


Col 2:16-17 “Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with 
regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of the things to come, 
but the substance belongs to Christ.”


1 Tim 4:1-5 “Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by 
devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 2 through the insincerity of 
liars whose consciences are seared, 3 who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods 
that God created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 
4 For everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with 
thanksgiving, 5 for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer.”
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- What do you do with Acts 15?


Acts 15:28-29 “For it has seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater 
burden than these requirements: that you abstain from what has been sacrificed to idols, and 
from blood, and from what has been strangled, and from sexual immorality. If you keep 
yourselves from these, you will do well. Farewell.””


1 Cor 10:31-33 “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 
Give no offense to Jews or to Greeks or to the church of God, just as I try to please everyone in 
everything I do, not seeking my own advantage, but that of many, that they may be saved.”


• Sabbath & Festivals (Rom 14:5; Gal 4:10-11; Col 2:16-17; Heb 4:1-11)


Rom 14:5-6 “One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all 
days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. The one who observes the 
day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he 
gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives 
thanks to God.”


Gal 4:10-11 “You observe days and months and seasons and years! I am afraid I may have 
labored over you in vain.”


Col 2:16-17 “Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or with 
regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. These are a shadow of the things to come, 
but the substance belongs to Christ.”


Heb 4:1-11 “Therefore, while the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us fear lest any of 
you should seem to have failed to reach it. 2 For good news came to us just as to them, but 
the message they heard did not benefit them, because they were not united by faith with those 
who listened. 3 For we who have believed enter that rest, as he has said, “As I swore in my 
wrath, ‘They shall not enter my rest,’ ” although his works were finished from the foundation of 
the world. 4 For he has somewhere spoken of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on 
the seventh day from all his works.” 5 And again in this passage he said, 	“They shall not enter 
my rest.”  6 Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and those who formerly received the 
good news failed to enter because of disobedience, 7 again he appoints a certain day, “Today,” 
saying through David so long afterward, in the words already quoted, “Today, if you hear his 
voice, do not harden your hearts.” 


8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken of another day later on. 9 So 
then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10 for whoever has entered God’s 
rest has also rested from his works as God did from his. 


11 Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience.”
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• Civil government (Exod 20; Rom 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17)


- Old (Exod 20):


• Israel was a geographical-political theocratic nation, among the world nations


- New: Kingdom citizens living as dispersed “ambassadors" among the world nations


• In subjection to governing authorities (Rom 13:1-7; 1 Peter 2:13-17; Titus 3:1-2)


Rom 13:1-7 “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist will 
incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have 
no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his 
approval, 4 for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he 
does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out 
God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid 
God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, 
for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is 
owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect 
to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed.”


1 Peter 2:13-17 “Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to 
the emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil 
and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good you 
should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are free, not 
using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. 
Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. ”


• Drawing leaders from within church, but not from political leaders (1 Tim 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9)


• Paying taxes to “Caeser” (Matt 22:15-22)


Matt 22:15-22 “Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. 
16 And they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we 
know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about 
anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. 17 Tell us, then, what you think. 
Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why 
put me to the test, you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him 
a denarius. 20 And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” 21 They 
said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” 22 When they heard it, they marveled. And 
they left him and went away.”
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- Reasons the Mosaic Law ended 

• Mosaic law was for a temporary period (Gal 3:17, 19)


Gal 3:17, 19, 24-25 “This is what I mean: the law, which came 430 years afterward, does not 
annul a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to make the promise void….19 Why then the 
law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring should come to whom the 
promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by an intermediary….So then, 
the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith. 25 But 
now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian,”


• To be fulfilled in Christ (Rom 10:3-4; Matt 5:17-18)


Rom 10:3-4 “For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their 
own, they did not submit to God’s righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone who believes.”


Matt 5:17-18 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 
come to abolish them but  to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass 9
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished.”


• The Mosaic Law could never give spiritual life (Gal 3:21-22; Rom 8:2-4)


Gal 3:21-22 “Is the law then contrary to the promises of God? Certainly not! For if a law had 
been given that could give life, then righteousness would indeed be by the law. But the 
Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be 
given to those who believe.”


Rom 8:2-4 “For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin 
and death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order 
that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 
flesh but according to the Spirit.”


SUMMARY 

We are not bound by the Mosaic Law. 

We live under the New Covenant. The Spirit has put a new law upon our hearts! 

NEXT TIME 

If 2 Tim 3:16-17 & we are not bound to the Law, how then do Christians use the Mosaic Law?
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